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TO CORHMtrOltDKirTt.
Babv eeWa. ka Baadiac u« T-nilHaneea. freqaeeitly omtt Be neen-

i «. tfca awaaa ef the PiMt-Oaaee, and Tory frequently kbe
aaaaa ef toe Btat*. t» «hlrh theirjaapee ia tu be aeut. Aiwaya
aaeuttaB tke name ef 'lie feel i/ffiit aod Statt.

No awalaa aaa be taken of an-.aynwaa Cemmuniratlooa Wkat-
avav ia kataoied for lueerunn moat be aunheotinated by aba
mbb* aasi adireaa ef the writer.ant acpaeearOy for pabkkar
taaa, avt aa a (aaranty of ku good faith.

w t> aaaoAet aaiartakn to return rejected (sitnmauieataoaa.

Tbe> efforti toobitruct it having failed, they DOOt*
in* called by George Bancroft, George) Dnuglaaa,
Gfo. B. Butler and other Democrats who supported
Mr. Rechaoan's electiou, to proU>Sa against the
forcible imposition of the Lrocompton Constitution

upon Kansas, will be held to-night at the Academy
of Music, Kourteenth street, and will be c?rtainly
avdtinaised by the Hon. Krkdkkick P. Stanton,
late Secretary of Kansas, removed by the President
for certi!",' an F.xtra Session of the recognized
Territorial leejislature to provide for a legal
and peaceful manifestation of the popular
rt>pugOBnco to the course of Calbotin, Hen¬
derson A Co., designed to force upon Kansas a

framewoik of government she loathed, the work
of men whom she abhorred as usurpers and im-

IKefttois. There v.ill be other speakers, but Mr.
eSTARTOR, a fervid and effective orator, is the man
whom the People will asaeinble to hear. Those
who go early will obtain comfortable seats, with the
heat teppoi (unities to see and hear. The meeting is
railed by Democrats, hut will be attended by Free-
meo ureaj-rctive of party. It will probably be the
iarfoat, at it will surely be the most important, po-
1 t.cal gathering of the season.

That Ward s Island job was stopped last night,
the Atdeimen voting to rescind the resolutious
cf last tear directing the purchase. Pick¬
ings amounting to several thousand dollars, it is
bel:e,ed, were contingent uj»ou the completion of
this bargain. Since the exposure of the LeOWber
trade, the City Fathers are less anxious to
purchase real estate.

We shall not be jolly o\ei our Turk.the Aider-
uo«n back out, and all preparations for his rfJOOp-
lion hare heeu suspended. That little obstacle ka
the Charter about appropriating money for aolohra
i ore could uot be dodged. The Turkish Admirsl
will therefore escspe an intolerable bore, and un-

doubtediy find in private hospitality all the lionixing
he can desire.

- «B>-

Those ambitious speculators w ho arc trying to
remove the steamboat laudiugs for the betietit of
up town proptrtj, will observe that Jene)
o'lera ample accommodations at very LjfM npOMM¦.
It the boots must move, it i* pretty certain thai
t o j wD go across the riter rather than to the

,«er r>art of out own city.
--«>-

Oor Aldermen last night put through the Ttx
L-*> for 1K>-, «u.oiiuttiie tc» uearly $-',">,)'.
ThaM was a shar^ cou'eat on the it' tu of
to be given to FeraaBBlo Wood, but t wsa kopl
Jo, a strict pad, vor. _iu t , ?. I he OffjOMUol
trli-i »1te>m|»'e.| ' . I e. *!;;,(SHI to re .vy the i"

Cottu-ia-iviKi* to l| 1 SV ^ai i the C -u.u,

I».. that wasol . Ui.-- V.atvJ. pCliji>

claims saraioat Ihm mmf .ill sfeeee observe that

{hit puttie* in$iO,000 for Wood ia toe only reeeon

why the Tai hit heen delayed. Had tho

fneods of the ex-Mayor made thio a separate bill,
the regular Lery might hare been adopted weeks

ago, and the public creditora would hare got their
money. Aa it ia, the bill .f Mayor Tiemaun d ....

not veto it) will get to Albany perhaps by the £>th
met ; but bow long do the I>emryratic Aldermen
imagine it will take their friends to force, this
$10,000 down the majority of the Legislature*
Men wbo are forced to eel! their claims against the

city at a heavy discount, while there is an abund¬
ance money in the Treasury, will note who it is
that is keeping them out of their just dues.

-«a>-

Tbe steamship Niagara, with three days' later
news from Europe, now fully due, had not arrived
at Halifax at 7j o'clock yesterday evening, when
tbe telegraph lines stopped working eist of Bangor.

¦.¦.«a>-

In C0M.RKS8 yeaterday. the Senate peased, by
tbe close rote of 2*1 to SS, that section of tbe Army
bill which proposes to add two companies to each
of tbe present regiments. The increase was

limited to two years, which Mr. Hale considered a

sheer illusion. Resolutions making appropriations
for printing the opinions of the Supreme Court in
the Dred ,Seott case were reported and passed.
An smenduient thereto to the effect that in printing
the opinions the Senate did not mean to indorse the
doctrines which they advanced was voted down,
only the Republicans supporting it.

In the Hoi'HE, Mr. Stantou of Ohio reported
a question which had been asked Mr. J. W. Wol-
cott by the Lawrence A Stone Investigating Com¬
mittee, with Mr. Wolcott's answer, which the
Committee deem evasive and unsatisfactory. They
therefore demand a warrant to bring Mr. W. before
the House, as in contempt of its authority. This,
alter a desultory debate, was agree to, and Mr.
W'olcott will be arraigned this morning. The Spe¬
cial Committee on the Kansas meseage was an¬

nounced by the Speaker. Its constitution ia com-
mentod upon elsewhere.

Tbe House of Representatives, by the fullest vote
ever given therein on any legislative question, has
deliberately ordered on investigation into all the cir¬
cumstances preceding knd governing the formation
of the Lecompton Constitution for Kansas. Its
whole action on this matter unmistakably implies
a conviction, on the part of the majority, that said
Constitution should be accepted and ratified by
'ongretsonly in case it is proved to have emanated
from the People of Kansas and to be acceptable to
a majority of them. A minority of the House in¬
sisted that no inveatigation wsa needed.that the
ssserit of the People of Kansas was immaterial .
that Congress should accept this Constitution aty
how, and let the People of Kansas change it as

they see fit. This view was urged with desperate
pertinacity, but it was overruled, and the House
ordered tbe investigation, leaving the selection of a
Committee, as usual, to tho Speaker, who yester¬
day announced it as follows:
Thomas L. Harris, (Donxlas Dern.), of Illiooii.
.4l<v<in<iVr 17. Stephrr». (Lecompton Dem.). ..t lie. rjtia.
d tarns 8. Mnskiu.. I Republican), of Vermont.
./..An l.'tfhrr, (Lecompton Dem.), of \ ir»in>i
EOWABO WttM, (Kep'ibliian.) of Ohio.
John A. \)uitman, (Iesomptou Dem.), sf Mill.
Warren HrWvw, (Lecompton Dotn.), of N. C.
HBBBB BKNSfTT. (Republican), of N. York.
DaVii, 8. Wai hriDi.k, (Republican), of Michi'sea.
i,mi . Bi iriM..», (Kepublkan), of Meaaaohuepttc
It Basal /¦' HuMril, (Lecompton Dem.), of N. Y.
Aliim Whiff, (Lecompton Dem.), of PennnTlvaiua.
Uaknxt \V. Alraik, (Douglas Dem.), of N. J.
IHt mat I.. XseVncn, (Lecompton Am.), of Missouri.
Juhn IV. Strmwn, (Leenmpton Dem. i, of Kentucky.
F.tfht Members of this Committee have done

their utmost to defeat the investigation which the
House has ordered, while but sirni have favored
that inveetigatiou. Col. Orr iu effect gives Mr.

Stephens the control of this important Committee,
knowing him to be intensely hostile to its objects
and its creation. Mr. Stephens, with the hearty
sympathy of the Speaker, did bis utmost to defeat
the raisini' of this Committee; but the House or¬

dered it in spite of him; and now Col. Orr. as

Speaker, gives Mr. Stepheus a majority on the
Committee.in effect telling him to frustrato and
niiother the investigation which he failed to pre¬
vent.
We do not believe the Lrvomptonites will gain

anything, at last, hy this violation of all Parlia¬
mentary rule and courttsy; hut it imposes ou their
opponents iu the House an obligation of incessant
\\:it( hlulness. Should a dozen anti-Lecompton
.Members absent themselves for I few days, there
is 00 security that Stephens nia> not abruptly
close the investigation, report the bill and rush it
through (that is, into and out of) Committee of the
Whole, and try to put it forthwith on its passage
under the screw of the Previous (Question. The

Republican who is absent unpaired for a single day
henceforth, 11 totil tho fate of the Calhoun con-

tr.v.ince is sealed, in effect betrays his constituents
anil exposes the cause of Tree Kansas to an igno¬
minious defeat. Emphatically iu this case is
.. Eternal vigilance the price of Liberty.-'

W'e have, from time to time, called attention to
the attempts in progress in the cotton-growing
Mates for the revival of the African slave-trade.
When, pendiug the discussion of the Kansas-Ne-
bratka bill, we suggested that the next demand of
the slave-driving party would probably be the
revival of that infamous traffic, that suggestion was
received on tlie part of the Northern journals in the
shareholding interest as a piece of malice so extriv-

agant aud absurd, as to carry its own refutation
with it. The correctness of our anticipations w as.

bowOTOr, speedilv realized. No sooner was the
Kansas usurpation fairly under WOy, no sooner

have the Nortnern Democrats kissed the dirt under
tbe feet of the BoTwPT-RofflBO .usaders ofthat Ter¬

ritory, than several of the Southern legislatures
began to turn their attention t-> the revival of the
African slave-trade as a necessary complement to
tbe Kansas-Nebraska policy. For how was Ksnsns
to be supplied with slave* unless the BficO
was so reduced as to enable that and other OOW

WostonTerritories to be peopled b> "slave laborers,
without being obliged to compete with the cotton-
growers '.a competition which, while it -dill left
Kansas practically a froo TtsBwT State, might,
revcttlc ess, iucoiivenitntly raise the price which
tbe cottoii-^iowcre wouid hove to fmj. The idea
of the price of Islfl hjoji jetting up to live
ri.o, s.,.d dollars a herd Saighl be agreeable enough
twOooofaMf Wise.and the el ,\et>reedcr* ol Virginia,
but iu Georgia, Mississippi. Louisuns and Texas
that prospect was not *, pi. a-. ,c.
The first sugeostior, Bros to tot ,t ivpooj of the

laws prohibiting the African »Jnw-trsd*. Congressibeooprnosisi to repeal the Missouri Com¬
promise, and why not these laus ajso I Hut it was
toon i0m that, in cni j,,,. M| this programme,
Bcctmaeketneki wools' ba«* .,. Yr satBtoaAoilisI
,.t ;Vou tWKorthors d..kmt«. j, tikm p ..ability
tc. he LaLa-v-NiU-iaLaqueatiou lett uoiUuig U> bi

fr«red in that quarter, but from Um sUve-breesiing
interest of tb« northern tier of Slave State«, whoa*
proepect of getting the price of g .od heads op to
fire thouHand dollar* the remal of the African
slave-trade would indefinitely postpone.
Meanwhile, some enterprieing citixena of Miaaii-

aippi.a State in which the art of getting roond,
creeping through or running orer the moat ex-

pre** legialative acta U pretty well understood.
have taken a hint from that eminent democrat and
philanthropist. Louis Napoleon, to revive the slave-
trade on their own hook, without any necessity of
any appeal to Congress in the matter. A certain
Mr. Ilughea of that 8t»te has, it aeem*. been in

correspondence with " a number of highly intelli-
" gent and practica! gentlemen now in the slave-
" trade ".whether resident on the c>a*t of Africa
or in the City of New.-York doe* not appear.
the result of which correspondence has been an

application t« the Legislature of Mississippi to in¬
corporate a company for the bringing int» that
State of "native African negroes,'' "bound
" and obligated by negotiable labor obliga-
" lions to work and serve for the benefit
" of the holders or owners of the aaid la-
" bor obligations for the full terra ot twenty-nine
"years.' These " native African negroes'' it is
proposed to procure, after the French fashion in¬
troduced or patronized by Louis Napoleon, by pur¬
chasing them on the Kiver Congo, or wherever else
they can be had on the Coast of Africa for the least
BODOy. It might be asked, would not the impor¬
tation of these Africaua, thus purchased, be a vio¬
lation of the act* of Congress prohibiting the im¬
portation of slaves1 To this it i« replied.taking
advantage of a distinction which has at times been
a good deal relied upon by the opponents of Slavery
.that slave- are not property only, not merely
chattels, but they are also persons, and as such ca¬

pable of volition.
Under the law * of Congress, as they now stand, it

would not, according to the argument of those who
propose to enter on this new African enterprise, beat
all necessary to resort to the fetch ofbringing in their
native Africans as indentured laborers. Though the
acts of Congress prohibit the importation <>f
staves.that is to aa), their involuntary arrival
here.there is nothing in those acts, so it is alleged,
to prohibit their voluntary migration hither. The
prefu nipt ion, indeed, might be, that being slaves
they were not voluntary immigrants; but this pre¬
sumption, it is thought, might be set aside by au

examination of the slave separate and apart from
his master, in analogy to the separate examination
of the wife who signs a deed, in order to ascertain
that it w«s not done by coercion of her husband.
The ftiet that the slaves came voluntari!) boilg
thus established, their coming would then be
perfectly lawful. With such Judges as they have in
Mississippi, aided by skillful interpreters.since
these native Africans could hardly be expected to
speak Knglisb, especially if a good sound Ameri¬
can rawhide, having previously been exercised
on the back of the African to Ire ex¬

amined, should, pending the examination,
be hung up in plain sight over the .Judge's head.
this scheme might succeed perfectly well. There
iB a possibility, however, that Congress might take
upon itself to prohibit this voluntary arrival of in¬
voluntary laborers. It is by way of having two
strings to the bow; it is to be prepared against any
such emergeuc), that the indentures for twenty-
nine ytars are suggested. These indentures, it is
maintained, will change the native Africans who
sign them from slaves into voluntary laborers, and
the arrival of such voluntary laborers, Congress, it
is alleged, neither has prohibited nor has the con¬
stitutional power to prohibit. "It is completely
" and absolutely beyond the jurisdiction of Con-
" gress, and completely and absolutely within the
"jurisdiction of the States alone." It is "an un-
" delegated sovereign State right," rendered by
the course of events "inexpressibly dear and in-
" calculable useful." For this poiut the Dred
Scot! case is quoted with ereuf emphasis. That
case decides that the only two provisions in the
Federal Constitution, referring to Africans, treat
them as property, which it is the duty of the
Federal Government ta protect, and that in any
other character than in that of property Congress
has no right to legislate concerning them. A*
voluntary immigrants, under indentures to
seive for the trifling period of twenty-
nine years, these native Africans would be
exclusively objects of State legislation, to
be admitted or not at the pleasure of the State;
nor, once thus admitted, would there be any diffi¬
culty in the way of converting them by State legis¬
lation back into slaves. This is another point de-
ii. i by the Dred vcott cam-, according to which
the States peeaoai an exclusive and unlimited
power to iix the status of the negroes resident
among them, short, that is, of m&king them citizena
of the United States. It is aeiordingly proposed
by these Mississippi philanthropist!, after having
evade*', the laws of the Tinted States by bringing in
these native Africans purchased on the Kirer Congo,
or eisewhere. in the character of indentured laborer,
bound to service for a term of years, to proceed in
due time, by viitue of the power vested in the
States U» determine the status ot the negroes resi¬

dent among thew. to "elevate" these üideutured la¬
borer* into Slavery, to give, instead of a warrantee

of Ue comforts to be had on a Mississippi cotton

plantation, for the pitiful term of twenty-nine
years, a warrantee ofthe like comforts to them and
their posterity forever. It is not, however, pro-
posed to complete immexiiate!) this act of munifi¬
cence, this valuable gift as well to .. the holders of
¦. tl.- labor obligations "

as to the naive Afr.cius.
What !» wanted at the present moment is "the
.. ojen supply of African labor." The Mississippi-
ai:s of the present day can afford to be satisfi-d
with repudiating the obligation* of the State. Satis-
lied v\ th that honor, they may Ire content to leave
to tbc-e to ..¦.nie alter them the privilege of Jeal-
Mtf in the same way w:th the obligations of indi-
dividuali. " A single act of the Legislature ten or

.. twenty years hence can do that." It awiil B*J suffi¬
cient for the Mississippiacs of the piwearl day to
Lave proved their philanthropy b> furnishing the
means to purchase those native Africans and to

bring them to the United States as voluntary
Isborers." They can safely leave it to the Missis-

sippians of the future to complete this act of
beneficence b> reconverting, iu due time, these

voil.Mary laborers into slave*. There is. indeed,
another strong reason for delaying this consumma¬
tion. While on the cotton plantations these in-
dentured servants fjr twenty-nine years w ill *ene

every putpoae of slaves; they will help to awell
the representation of Miss..ppi in ' "i^re., by
counting the same as so manv freemen, thus not

morel) adding to the wealth, but to the political
power of their masters.

- Iit the ieheiiie now ilo> M'ssis»ippi
f«tfjalotOIW Ta judge ti m t ie zeal aitti which
Pr, -.dent liui hauan aOffQTta DM Le*MMUMjM «wia-

il% he, »iicjot. Uta; 1»;* cooUiua*..) rcuod upou to

give the whole support of kit oft«. positiM to
w ard carrying it out

That active aod efficient body, the Board of Edu¬
cation, ha* just iaaued a somewhat expensive roltune
of about 450 page*, denominated ''Fifteenth
Annual Report" Thocgh prettily atampeo* on the

out-idewith the figures 1B57 (probably to ahow
that it has tried to keep up with the times), the
Fifteenth Annual Report is a year behind the time,
being :n point of fact the report for the year 18T-5.
Whether the publication of this important work
was purposely delayed, in order that the constitu¬
ents of its authors should not find them out and re¬

ward their merit* in spit* of their modesty, or

w hether it is intended as a specimen of the prompt
itude with which those guardian! of our destinies
do their bnaineas, is a matter on which all light is
denied us. But though this heedless. hurry-scurry
community may think the report oat of date, stale
and unprofitable, they cannot call it flat, bt it lite¬
rally teems with lively facts.
The law authorizes Ward Schools for children

and Normal Schools for teachers; but it seems that
these devoted gentlemen, not being satisfied with
spending the public money in that way, hive con¬

trived a daily Normal School for those tnttndin*
to btrtrmf teachers. A part of the plan was. that

certain pupils" (probably the niese* and
nephews of the Commissioners), for coming there
and being educated gratis, and occasionall} playing
at teachers, should receive a aalary of per
annum. As it was found that they could spend all
the money the Controller would give them without
resorting t*> this, the Commissioners gave up this
"part of,the plan." and contented themselves with
employing teacher* to the tune of about (25l pupil,
for what in the Ward Sohools costs about %*X The
school, however, proved a failure for want of
pupils, and had to be bolstered up by removing the
restrii tion that it should be for those intending to
become teachers. Notwithstandirg this liberality.
Young America declined to come in without th»
$2T>. and the report -adly remarka that without
" that, the privilege* of the school have not been
" sought with the eagerness which was anticipated
" and desired."
But the report discovers a bright spot.in fact,

kindles into a glow, over the consumption of fuel.
the increased expenditure for which it informs us

is " moderate and satisfactory." The cost of fuel
in KV2 waa, tor the Public School Society, less than
$6,500.for the Board of Kducation less than
M^OOO.while the number of pupils was 18.000.
The cost of fuel in ltOO appears to have been
(94.136, while the number of pupils was but
44,000, For about the same number of pupils, we
are therefore paying little baa than double the
amount paid four >ears ago. Add to this the fact
that fuel was a great deal cheaper in l-.V. than in
isftf, and that coal has to a great extent taken the
place of the old wood atoves, and it becomes ap¬
parent that when the report speaks of the increased
expenditure as "moderate and satisfactory," it
means .' moderate" for the Board of Education
and " satisfactory" to the contractor and inspector
of fuel. ,

But alas, the increase for supplies "is very un¬

satisfactory." Nobody seem*, to know why, not
even the Committee on Supplies. The Board ot
Education buys all the supplies, and doles them out
to the schools, and keeps everybody on short al¬
lowance, and yet the increase (a favorite word iu
this report) mounts from $f50,'2SK> to .*,7:i,"V.$7 iu a

siegle year, while the number of pupila is less in¬
stead of greater. The report does not inform ua

who the contractors were, nor whether it was the
quantity or the price which increased, nor whether
the Board of Education paid more for supplies
than anybody else did. nor whether any extrava¬

gance was ever stopped or even inquired into.all
of which questions would have required but short
replies, aud the replies would have been quite as

interesting as the list of "young gentlemen " who
patronize the Free Academy.

It is humorously stated that one object in annu¬

ally publishing the report is that " it affords to the
" new Board some degree of benefit from the expe-
" rience of their predecessors." With such advan¬
tages, the Board of Education ought to have become
about perfect, and at any rate should have left noth¬
ing undone. Let us see what it says of itself:
" The subject of a census for the children of this
" City who do not attend any ichool has been for
" srrfTtil peers btforr thr Boarif." The City Su¬
perintendent " gave his opinion in favor of some

action," and the Board, in November, K>4, ' di-
" reeled the appointment of a Committee, who
.' made a report on the Äd of the same month, but
"the year closed without the consummation of the
"measure." Another Committee reported in flavor
of a census in I8B6, .¦ but it w as presented too Ute
.. for final action," and " the measure therefore re¬

mains unaccomplished.'' Besides, if seems that,
with a mars of false and fictitious statistics, "no
" return is made of the number of children actually
"taught."

" Efficient law* have been passed fat subjecting
" to the public care children whose best interests
" are sacrificed by their natural guardians," which,
as we know without the aid of the Board of Edu¬
cation, are. like most of the laws in this City. a

dead letter. Vet it is really tefreshing to be in¬
formed that, while we are paying over il.UW.OUO
per annum to elevate the masses by education, these
laws ¦. must remain inoperative until some system is
" matured by which such of the«c children as art

¦¦ ilr.'tittitt shall have schools opened to them; for,
" practically, our Ward School* are unataxlablr to
'. that tlass." Over one million a year for eduea-
cation, and, " practically," no schools for the IW.OOO
children who need them most The Board of
Education .*. indeed, an " efficient arm

" of nir

< iovernnient. and this report, though not very
beneficial to the new Board, who went out of office
the day after it was published, is still kely to be
n it interesting to tax payers and citizen*

generally.
The increase in the current eipen-e* al the

schools between I-04 and 1-.V> was "more than
.forty-one per cent." and genera! rule*and regula¬

tions are the only limitation whi"h can be imposed
on the Ward Boards, yet " it annot be denied
.. that the Itoard of Education has thoroughly dis-
.. charged il* duty in the enactment $4 grin-rat rules
and regulations." "The amount paid for teach-

..eru' «a'aa»" >r the year 1 .ö*"> was forty-e\'ht per
cent. lar_-er than for K>t;" and this increise. it

appears, ' *v»* not only aided, but stimulated aud
..carried to excess by injudicious by-laws of the
.. Board of Education." "Having been found tin-

»*pnwttakae and .njurio h. the by-law a were re-

..pealed on the Slat of March. l-.V.;" aud the Ward
Boards have been ailowei to Jo just a* they pleaae
ever

We pass over numerous smaller matters.sueh
.a the feet that the Beard is payiug reut witoo«.
koiwirgwi.it s .uthe lease*.: je.d, indeed, lutwo

c-a»c-, f ) B| it evj ., ICMM \i btfjevo

u cot legally due. But can My stronger coousmi

tary be written on uty public body.our Board of
Aldermen not eirepted.-thin tbe Board ofBdW
t t»-i bae turniabed upon itoolf in *nu document I

"Greet ut the truth." toys an old «lim. "tad
it will prerail ".provided, alwaya, we bwg loore t >

add. if you ran get at it. Truth erushad to earth
will riae again. That waa the deliberately ox-

pretwed opinion of Mr. Bryant, who went to the
trouble of putting hit aentiment into rerae eft

quoted. But suppose that Truth turns out a mere

fly-away and hide-and-go-seeker, so that the false
cannot get at !.. r to crush her, or meanders in such

maty regions and intricate labyrinths that even if
she should bo laid upon her back, the veracious
wenld not he able to find her, to pour oil into k r

wounds and to set her upon ber venerable pint
again 1 We think it was Voltaire who asid that
falsehood had its charms. The philosopher should
have lived here and now. Then he would hare
bad the satisfaction of beholding the ancient PMb
dent of this Republic, together with the flower of

his chivalry, doing everything possible to promote
f alsehood, to legislate upon detected and notorious
ies. and to keep poor Truth as recumbent as

if tho pyramid of Cheops rested upon her gentle
bosom. And he might hare enjoyed a still purer
triumph if he could have attended the mating
of the Committee on Ferries in this city on

Wednesday last. We hsre a vast respect for an

ignoramus, except when he is called as a wituess.
NS e have a compassiou for mnemonic shortness, ex¬

cept when tbe disability hat evidently been self-
incurred. If a gentleman tays to us that he cannot
recollect a date, a number, or an ordinary occur¬

rence, we pity and pardon him. Very respectable
persons are said to have forgotten their own names.

But Mr. Xoti-mi.n ordo upou the stand is a very
suspicious personage, and should not be let off

lightly. The number of those who know nothing
after they have been sworn to tell the truth and the
whole truth is rapidly increasing; and if the oblirion
which prevails in the present is to be proportion¬
ately darkened in the future, we may just as well,
and st once, strike out from dictionaries such words
aa 'evidence," "tettimony " and "perjury."
Somebody has squatted upon the Battery. Some¬

body has there, without leave or liceuse, construct¬
ed a pier; and from that pier the Staten laland
Ferry Company is running its boats. Now, thia

proceeding, however creditable in an architectural
point of view, and however much it may have
tended to the embellishment of Whitehall street,
and of the poor Battery, which is sadly in need of
a "fixing up," was nevertheless i fraud upon tbe
city, and one calculated to keep money out of the
treasury, now so painfully depleted. It is, how¬
ever, a singulrr circumstance that nobody thought
of making any fuss about the business until the
pier was completed, and the Company wa- in full
possession. This is always the case. When our

best horse has trotted off, with his unscrupulous
appropriator in the saddle, we buy the biggest lock
we can find and put it upon the bara-door. So,
after the Company had been comfortably ensconced
fur two years, tvome civic magnate, taking, per¬
haps, a Sunday stroll in that vicinity, discovered
Mr. George Law's ferry-boats, and imposiug
wooden gate, and illicit pier. Now there is, of
course, to be au investigation.
So upon Wednesday the Ferry Committee sent

for the witnesses. First came Mr. Jacob Smith,
lessee of the Ferry Company. This geutleman
was exceedingly forgetful. He declared in the be¬
ginning that " it was of no use to swear him;" aid
this was probably the most truthful remark which
be made during bis examination. He was like the
beggar-bo) in " Bleak House," who " didn't kuow
nothink." He did lot know when the Stuten
Island fern-boats began to run. He did uot know
when tbe pier was built. He was K. N. from sole
to scalp. What an unsophisticated Jacob Smith
His numerous relation* have reason to be proud of
him.
Then advanced Mr. George Law, King of Steam¬

boats, Loid of Railways, and lately TA< Hi raid's
candidate for tbe Presidency of the Cnited 8tates.
He took the oath with cheerful alacrity. He ad¬
mitted, to begin with, that he was President of the
Ferry Company. But after that be became very
cloudy aud oblivious. He did uot know who built
the pier, nor yet when it was built. He did not
know that it waa a violation of law to establish the
ferry. He was iu a couditiou of profound ignorance
concerning a title (if he haa one) to secure which
be without deubt paid a tall pile of money' Who
credits this I The Committee did not; we do not;
the public will not. Mr. Law undoubtedly does
know when, by whom and in what way the pier
was constructed; nud we do not thiuk it at all
reputable for a man of his standing thus to quibble
and prevaricate, if not do worse. He is the owner

of several highly valuable franchises. But these
are not a whit more sacred than the property of
the City in the Batteiy. If his rights should be
attacked, how would be relish a sudden lots of
memory on the part of his chief witnesses '

The Committee, in despair, turned again to Mr.
Jacob Smith. "Mr. Smith," said an Alderman,
.'we think >ou could tell us something about the
" pier and ferry if you were uu lined." Mr. Smith
re plied I being still in the "don't know uothink"
mood1, " I don't know anything at all about it."
Now. who does kuow MJthing about it P There is
Ihe pier. How did it get there I Did it drop from
Heaven * Did it rise from the sea, like some

islands I Was it the work of invisible hands '

Was it erected in the stilly uight by benevolont
fairies in love with Mr. George Law Wa* it the
production of the eon] insect I When it was ctJeV
ttructed was the work done secretly and in silence '

Did no hammer fall, no ponderous snvil ring ' Did
all at oiu e the mighty structure spring
We im not pretend to kuow much about the

mot,vet of tlioae who have instituted this investiga
tion. They may have a large bundle of private
axes to i,ri:,d. for anything we know to tkc con¬

trary. But we do thmk. 1. Tuat ferry privileges
should remain forever under the control of the
citv, and that uo Company thould be allowed to
st.irt one upon ta owu hook; That the city land
and adjacent waters belong to the city, find that
the ^uattiug system will work better in Miuue»ota
than in New-York; and S, That w hen a witness is
summoned before' a Municipal Committee, he
should, however feeble may be his moral sense,

iu »ke hi effort 1 to tell the troth.

Tat ttermU commits itself in a criticitru oq N'.-al
!>ov> as follows;
" He returr- '..ere, and finds some States with, some

w .thout. Prohibitory laws but the only difference be-
.«e. ¦ the two, in respect of drinking, is that where
tbe Prohibitory law is in force, the liquor draok h
iima'ly bad of "its kind. Tie law L< found to deteriorate
tbe qusl'ity rf tbe hqtt >r Hrurk under it in th* precise
BOsSjertM th*t't mrrea^ee the SJSjBSjttw. In Maxtor,
I t *<..."¦ tw< n mtm d-n.k w ., bni rtwo(tMsJ rra,
or a" 'rr px i..«wm, frffw tic* rrfr JH hrfrrr.'

-A* IVvewW lue ly P.^L-.»vi; LeSJ, a^J la buj

none I r »wo fak*" " 9 wb"ut tfc»* TV
has here rather a- it iU foot ¦» .t.

TV intern, in ite tV"»«»'"*« on the PMVfAOJ by
the Honee of Repreaee-itativee of the MIbm*
Kansas Meeaagf to a Cow».iitt~ of Inquiry. Qik<t
. aUtement ax If the object »od urtent if tRaa
aas-!febraaka act. which we do not remember to
hare met with before. That net, we a.'f Mi, was

. » solemn internatiowal pledgw" for I***"10* Kia-
aa* to be filled up by " natural uamgrat.on." and
that to these natural lmiragrant«. fiee from sM'saaw
interference or agitation, should be h»ft theq-'aatewi
of Slavery. If such was tV in teat aaai mean,** of
the act. it was unfortunate, to aa> the least, that
some such provision waa not «nerteJ tu it. Thea»
was nothing in the letter mi the act to prevent Ur
people of New-F.ogland or of aay other >ut«j froat
undertaking the colonization of Kansas, either in¬

dividually or in companies; nothing whatever which
reserved to the inhabitants of the irrighbonrav coun¬
ties of Missouri the excluaire right of settling in
Kansas. Are we to understand Tht I'ntom to go
the length of maintaining that the New-England
company which planted the town mi Lewreoee had
no right to make that Bcttlement, and that the Free-
State settlers generally are intruders whom th*a

good people of Missouri were perfectly right ia

drivirg from the ballot-boxes; whom the Territo-^
rial Legislature were justified in disfranchising:
to whom the Lecompton Convention very properlj
refused the privilege of passing upon the Lecomp¬
ton Constitution; and whom the Coogreee of tha
raited States ought to refuse to recognise as form
ing a part, and the larger part, of the people of tha
Territory *

At the time, no pretenses of this sort were act

up. The proposition, when first suggested, that
the friends of Freedom throughout the country
should cooperate to secure amoug the emigrants to
Kansas a free-Labor majority, w as admitted even at
the South to be unexceptionable. After the share¬

holders hare been thoroughly beaten in this compe-
tition ef their own inviting, alter they have been
foiled in their attempts by force and violence to
drive the Free-State men out of the Territory, wo
find the monstrous pretense set up that it was part
of a solemn international pledge of the Kansas-
Nebraska act that no organized immigration into
the Territory was to be allowed. The f mon means,
we conclude, uo organized immigration from tu#»

Free States; inasmuch as it cannot but be awaro that,
long before the Kansas-Nebraska bill had passed,
extensive organizations had already been formed in
Missouri for rushing into the Territory and getting
the control of it. But this, we suppose in the view
of The Union, is nothing more than "natural
i inm igrafion.1'
We regard the opinion that with Kansas, Oregow

and Minnesota admitted as Free States into the
Union, the question of a Free State preponderance;
will be forever settled, as a crude and unfounded
judgment. It is true that, if they should be now
admitted, the Free States would have a majority ot*
three or four in the Confederacy. But when thia
is done, and Washington shall become a State, and
a State shall be made on the western boundery of
Minnesots, from what quarter are future Free
States to come ' The idea is deluaive that be¬
cause we may get a momentary preponderance, that
preponderance ia likely to be perpetual. Wo
beg our over sanguine critics to remember that,
w hile we are limited on our Northern aide, the con¬

templated additions of territory upon our Southern
border are quite boundless, and that Slavery ia to
be the rule in ail. At the present moment we havr*
Cuba and Central America on hand, while another
slice of Mexico awaita only the purchasing.
Aside frVm them* countries, whose annexation
must be pronounced imminent, are we not con¬

stantly told that the proceaa of absorption by us,
toward the South is going on, and that it will be
extended indefinite!); and is there not good reasoo
for the belief I Besides, ia not New-Mexico ripen*
ing into a Slave State ' Is not the new Territory
of Arizona, juat springing into being, to form yet an¬
other; and does not the right exist by eorapact for
the carving of three additional Slave State* from thf»
Territory of Texas I Upon w hat ground of »ober
judgment, then, is it confidently announced that the)
battle of Slavery ia already fought and won, and
that a future unequivocal preponderance ia to re.
main w ith the Free Statea ? We fear there ia no
more aolid basis for the conclusion than aa over
sanguine expectation, grow ing out of rosy views of
the future, for which no warrant is to be found
either in the history of the past or in the present
state of the country.

Although Comonfort has been, by the deeertiorj
of his troops, obliged to abandon Mexico, the clergy
and the revoiters can by no means be considered aa
having established their authority. Comonfort feb?
in consequence of having lost the support tef the)
Liberal party, which had been from the beginning
the main stay of his power. The struggle still re¬
mains to be carried on between that party, headed
by Juarez, and as yet sustained by the troops and
generals stationed at a distance from Mexico, and
thoae w ho in that city have goue over to the side of
the clergy. It may be that the example set by tho
troopaof the capital w ill prove contagioua, and that
the nther generala and detachments, or most of
them, w ill as suddenly go over to the clerical side.
In that case, the Liberale wculd probably find
themselves obliged to auccumb, and the clerical
party would succeed in the temporary reeatabliah-
menf of their authority. This, however, ia by no-
means certain; nor can the cause of tha Liberal«
be )et set down as by any means desperate.

< anada-Nkv. Mismtkks..We find the followingapimmtttients in the last Canada tiazrti, , "The Hon.' John Ross, to be Keoeiver-tienera! ofthe Province of
i anacia, in the room of the Hoa. Joseph C. Morrison," rawnad; and the Hon. Sidney Smith, to be Poat-

' martcr-fj. neral of the Provim*, in the room of tha
" Hon. Robert Spence, resigned.
.Messrs Speuce and Morriaon have resigned,

we presume, because they were tbrowu cut of Par¬
liament at the late elections. A Minister thua de.
defeated must eith« r get himself elected from
some other District.a convenient friend making
way for him.or he must go out, it being deemed
essential under the British system that a Minister
must have a seat .n Parliament. There ia a flavor
of Popular Sovereignty in this that we like, but how
it would break things in thia country Just think
of (.en. Cass. with Ltcompton on his back, under¬
taking to run for Congress next Fall iu Michigan!
or Mr. Touc. y in Connecticut' or Mr. Black in
-oi:th-we-te:n I'cin.s)!. ,n.a Tiie bare prospectwould act the r teeth chattering ai\ montlis ahead.
Toe Poan laiLUM BaxL.Oet Jeha j.Tyhwofl.ou-.on ( o., \ irginia, arrived M ourcits MM evening.

bar'M taea deputed by the Sergeant-at-Anus of turn
Hoi -e of herireeentative. to »aaiinon witnesses is th«
pew "f the sale of Fort Snel!mK'. Me murms u» t.iat
bo l as »ubpei.ae lor C<d. Sleaart ol Hb UasOai C
L>ci.**iii*b. I'rair e-du-Caieu, Vu\. AMriob. Major
Ma t n Me Fjank - -. Ran MeiaivardC
I -v v. iUudvVa. fan HlMMf1;t~L u^e.


